
This entirely new concept Start with this unbroken view of Hamilton 
Harbour. 

Add to that, impeccably designed villas, t o p  

for living in Bermuda is. notch service, a golf course, a world-class spa and every 
imaginable amenity one might expect in a five-star hotel. 

on the verge of completion. In this scenario, however, pichlre the setting as your home. 
The Newstead Belmont Hills Golf Resort & Spa was born 

out of two independent hotels - the Newstead Hotel and the 

Heather Wood goes for a visit Belmont Hotel and G O I ~  Course. The properties were purchased 
by local investors and joined to create what is anticipated will be 
one of the Island's premier resorts. Guests wanting to enjoy either 

photographs by Antoine Hun of the resort's two restaurants, the spa or the golf course is able to 
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thoseperiods when occupancy rates tend to drop. 

1 The basic concept is one that I think Bermuda has 
always done well. People have been coming hack 
to the Island for years, expecting to see the same 
housekeeper, b-an or bell-, and fostering 
relationships with them. It's what was really cool 
about Bermuda in the old days - there was that 
affiliation. We got away From it a little bit I think 
and we hope to bring that back with what we're 
offering here:' 

One-bedroom residences boast 950 square feet 
and include a kitchenette, dining and living m a ,  
a spacious bath and bedroom. The lines are mod- 
em, not unlike those of a boutique hotel in Man- 
h a m ;  however, there are aspects which give it an 
island feel -the floor to ceiling views of Hamil- 
ton Harbour and its skyline, and the Bermuda 
images of local photographer Anianda Temple, 
partner simpler touches such as the backboard of 
the queen-sized beds, which at designed to 
resemble rolling waves. 

"We worked very closely with the Department 
of Tourism in creating what we have," explained 
Bushara Busham, general imager  of the Bel- 

m e l  behveen properties on a luxuriously designed ferry that will also 
offer transportation into Hamilton. 

To be completed later this year, the Newstead site offers shared owner- 
ship in 44 residences created from the bones of a 19th century colonial 
manor. It marks a f q t  for Bennuda - a colony of studio, onebedmom 
and two-bedroom units will also operate as a hotel. 

"I think the idea of a golf resort paired with a waterfmnt reson and spa 
means that you have, in one property, the best that Bermuda has to offer," 
said project developer Kevin Petty. 'There is no other property like this in 
Bermuda. Due to the limited size of the Island, we feel this opporhuuty to 
buy a centrally located second home, with both sea views and fairways, 
will not wine to the market again. 

"Practically, it takes the risk out of being in the hotel business during 

mont Hills Golf Club "We examined every detail 
-we obviously considered things like light, air and the views. Because of 
Hamilton Harbour you have beautiful views day and night and we really 
went out of our way to make it as attractive as we could." 

Each residence was designed with convenience and comfort in mind. A 
42-inch flat screen television is perched in the living area, while its little 
brother lives in the bedroom. A Bose stereo provides music for the soul 
and each unit is wired for internet and computer access. 

"It's fully equippee Mr. Bushara added. "If you were a fractional 
owner walking in right now everything would be geared so that you would 
have a sense of bome. Our concierge will know our customers so well that 
we'll h o w  exactly what their expectations are. If we h o w  that a guest 
drinks diet coke, it'll be chilled in the fridge waiting for them on anival. It 
is a bome away from home - and we'll make it feel so.'' 
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The kitchen area is very well 
equipped with a dishwasher, two- 
burner stove, microwave and con- 
vection ovens, pots and pans, coffee 
maker and microwave dishes. 

Light permeates throughout each 
residence, courtesy of well-placed 
windows and floor-to-ceiling slid- 
ing glass doors, which are rein- 
forced to keep external noise out. 

The floor is laid with Brazilian 
cheny wood, which aiso provides 
the perfect contrast to the pastel- 
coloured walls inside. 

The spacious bathroom has ele- 
gant travertine marble flooring. 
Clear glass smunding the hathand 
shower divides the area from the 
bedroom although a shutter can be 
closed for privacy. 

"It hybrids as a hotel:' said Mr. 
Bushara in explaining the proper- 
ly's clean lines. "Our clients would 
mostly be business persons and so 
we have to have the functionality 
and practicality of a hotel room as 
well. We redly put a lot of thought 
into the functionality of the house, 
and how somebody would live.'' 

Residences at The Newstead 
Belmont Hills Golf Resort & Spa 
are split into one-sixth shares, 
which entitle owners to eight weeks 
of bliss each year - a two-week 
stay each season. The purchase is a 
real estate transaction The deeds 
are fully transferable, with owners 
able to sell or will their fraction to 
another party. 

"Frictional ownership is a grow- 
ing tnaket hend around the world, 
and the next logical step for us in 
Betmud%'' said Mr. Busham. "We 
have many visitors that love Bermu- 
da and want to retum, but the com- 
petition is such that we need to make 
them partners in a home-ownership 
concept so they won't feel the need 
to go anywhere else. It's critical that 
we have the product and we provide 
the services. We want them to make 
Bermuda their sewnd home. 

"The residences are all very ele- 
gantly furnished and designed. 
They have beautiful views. And 
the way our fractional ownership 
concept works, each unit has six 



owners and we divide those eight weeks into 
hvwweek intervals per season - two weeks 
in the winter, spring, summer and fall. We'll 
have concierge, bell and housekeeping serv- 
ices which are all included in the owners' 
maintenance fees - so you own a piece of a 
home and you are taken care of It's a higher 
end product, not a timeshare. 

"People wonder Hmat the attraction of a frao 
tional ownership is - well, hctional owner- 
ships generally only work in places where the 
teal estate prices are quite high and there's 
scarcity, so Bermuda is aclually a great locale." 

He said guests would experience a five-star 
hotel, boasting a world-class spa and pool, 
and two restaurants -at Newstead, a 65-seat 
eatery to be called Beau Rivage, will be run 
by Jean Claude Garria of the Lemon Tree 
Cafk. Operated by. the M.E.F. Group, Bel- 
month Blu opened to acclaim last year. 

"Any unused time - and this is the criti- 
cal part for Newstead - any unused time, 
will be mandatory for owners to give back to 
the hotel pool:' emphasised Mr. Bushara, 
"so that we can market it and endeavour to 
rent that suite during that time as a hotel 
room. Theoretically, the owners will use 
about 25 percent of the occupancy and we'll 
have about 75 percent occupancy to sell as a 





for you to heat inflation. You can buy a unit 
for $179,000, for instance. In a few years, a 
room which may cost $500 a night during the 
peak season may cost $700 t h i s  way you've I 

locked yourself in. So for a frequent traveller, 
a person who enjoys Bermuda and tries to i 
come here regularly, or wants to send their I 

family or friends, or to bring clients, it's a 
great product. Many people don't want to 
spend $4 million or $5 million on a home and 
only be here for a brief time. Considering the 
scarcity, considering the prices of real estate 
in Bermuda, this is a great alternative." 

I 
A massive reconstruction of the former hotel 

utilixd every bit of practical space - the end 
! 

result will be a luxurious resort in the middle of 
a controlled jungle. 

"There just wasn't any way of making 
rhyme and reason of the old building, and so 
we had to start from scratch:' said Mr. Petty. 

1 
"I'm actually quite proud of that. To make a 
hotel work, we had to make it so that house- ! I 

keeping could get to each suite with ease. 
We've created all sorts of paths, and included I 

elevators that weren't here before, and yet 
we've kept the wooden floors and the m y  
ceilings and some of the charm that went with 
Newstead. 

'We had to be couscious it was still in a res- 
idential parish. It had to be sort of tucked in 
there without overkill. A lot of neighbows were 
concerned about that. That's why I say, in look- 
ing at the ald pictures and looking at what 
we've done, you'll see it's very close to the same 
square footage coverage:' 

The spa is very nearly complete, the fraction- ! 
a1 suites will be completed by September and 
the restaurant is expected to open in October. 

Added Mr. Peny: "Our reception area is spec- 
tacular, it's four-sided glass, flwr to ceiling - 
it will have a real Caribbean look and feel. It has 
this big cathedral ceiling and looks straight 
through to Hamilton with unobstructed views, 
as does the restawant to Two Rock Passage. 

"There are three waterfront docks. The main 
dock will have an arm off it, and we've built a 
staircase and handicap ramp that goes right 
around a zero-edge pool, so you can get up on 

it by golf cart:' 
The key to the entire concept will be the staff, 

according to Mr. Petty. 
"It's one of the things I'm most proud of. We 

have been fortunate M have a young, predomi- 
nantly Bermudian st& They're really keen on 
the concept and it's been infectious. We've all 
pulled together and ti@ out what it's going 
to take to make the resort successful:' 

Aside from that, it's the little touches that will 
make the resort appealing to homeownen, Mr. 
Busham said. 

"Our concierge team will transform your 
quarters into your home, based on requests 
that you put fonvard to us. Whether it's pic- 
tures, whether it's sheets - whatever yon 
want, we can change it to make it feel like it's 
your home. We're more than willing. Plus, 
we'll have the extra services and amenities 
that you may not have in your home - we'll 
have services here on a 24 hour basis that 
will take care of every need, every whim, 
that you have." 

Explained the property's sales manager, Tim 
Petty: "You don't have to eat at the restaurant if 
yon don't want to, although Jean Claude, the 
head chef, wants ownen to feel comfortable 
enough to walk into the kitchen and say, 'Hey 
chef, what3 cooking tonight?' The idea is that 
they really feel like they're at home. He'll even 
come to their moms and prepare meals for an 
additional cost 

"It's just one of the ways we hope to make 
ourselves unique from any other propeaies on 
the Island. We'll he relying on great service and 
the things that we have available to us." 

Fractions at The Newstead Belmont Hills Golf 
Reson & Spa stan m 699,000. H,r more uforma- 
rlon \,isit ww.nnuneadbelm~~~~rbills.com. @ 


